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Readiness, preparation and
practice are keys to military mis-
sion accomplishment and opera-
tional success.  With that in
mind, the 612th Air Communi-
cations Squadron put itself
through the test in support of
System Training Exercise (STE)
02-01 with the 133rd  Test
Squadron, Air National Guard,
Iowa, from Nov. 19 to Dec. 9,
2002.

In conjunction with the 3-day
communications exercise sup-
porting the STE, the 612th
ACOMS conducted an in-house
mobility exercise.

“Since it had been a year since we packed, deployed and set-up
and with the large change-over in personnel this was an excellent
opportunity to test our skills and provide much needed training in a
low threat training environment,” said MSgt. Gilberto Gutierrez,
612th ACOMS Support Flight Superintendent.

On Nov. 19, with an early morning recall and mobility “bag
drag,” preparations began for the small-scale deployment.  After

the recall and mobility process-
ing, personnel began packing
and palletizing, preparing and
mobilizing equipment, and ve-
hicle maintenance personnel
made preparations for a 30-mile
convoy.

As each stage of the prepa-
ration was completed, Mainte-
nance Support readiness person-
nel inspected each pallet and
each vehicle to ensure compli-
ance with Air Force mobility in-
structions.  Lessons learned
were documented and on the
spot training was conducted to
re-enforce proper procedures.

The unit deployed to a field
located behind Building 75 just adjacent to the FAMCAMP over
flow area.  All facets designed to support a communications site
were positioned and set-up to include tactical power generation
and heat ventilation and air conditioning.

A number of first time achievements were accomplished during
this exercise.  Ground Radio personnel displayed the ability to trans-

Exercise tests ACOMS abilities
Communication, mobility readiness training ensures unit preparedness
By CMSgt. Gordon DeVos
612th ACOMS

Monthly ceremony
Twelfth Air Force’s monthly

awards and promotion ceremony is
2 p.m. Jan. 31 in the Catalina
Room at the Officers’ Club.

Honorees need to be in place by
1:30 p.m.  For more information,
call 12 AF/PA at 8-6053.

MyPay offers W-2s

Holiday weekend
January has a three-day week-

end in observance of Martin Luther
King Jr. Day on Jan. 20.

Everyone is encouraged to en-
joy the long weekend in a fun, safe
way using some of these tips:

1.  If you drink, designate a driver
before going out or call the AADD
program at 850-2233.

2. When planning an outing, ap-
ply personal risk management to en-
sure you return home safely.

3. Keep an eye out and avoid
putting yourself into unsafe situa-
tions, use the wingman policy – it
pays!

Service members, military retir-
ees and annuitants can find their
account statements and tax infor-
mation online via the Defense Fi-
nance and Accounting Service’s
myPay, a secure online system.
Active-duty and reserve members
can view and print current-year W-
2s, while retirees can view and print
their account statements. Annuitants
can view and print their account
statements, their 1099R tax state-
ments, and their 1042S tax state-
ments. Service members, DoD ci-
vilian employees, military retirees
and annuitants can use their Social
Security numbers and personal
identification numbers to log onto
myPay at https://mypay.dfas.mil.

For more information about
myPay, call customer support at
(800) 390-2348 Monday through
Friday 7 a.m. to 7:30 p.m. EST.

Ground radio personnel assess the situation after a simu-
lated attack during the System Training Exercise.
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See ACOMS, Page 2

Left:  On Dec. 24, Lt. Col. Mark Haskins, 429th EOS Commander, Curacao, (in uniform), donates a bag of children’s
clothing and more than 220 pounds of food  to “Grupo Love & Peace Gina,” a charity which helps children in one
of Curacao’s most impoverished neighborhoods.
Right:  The 12th Air Force food drive challenge gathered a truckload of food to be donated to the D-M food locker.

12 AF members give at home, abroad
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Editorial content for The 12th Edition is
edited, prepared and provided by the Twelfth
Air Force Public Affairs Office.

Contributions for The 12th Edition can be
made directly to the Twelfth Air Force Public
Affairs Office, Building 12, Suite 228, or
through e-mail to 12af.pa@dm.af.mil. The edi-
tor can be reached directly at 228-6053.

All photographs are U.S. Air Force photos
unless otherwise indicated.

 The 12th Edition is a supplement to the
Desert Airman, published by Aerotech News
and Review, a private firm in no way con-
nected with the U.S. Air Force, under exclu-
sive written agreement with the 355th Wing.
All Advertising is handled by Aerotech News
and Review, 456 East Ave. K-4, Suite 8,
Lancaster, Calif. 93535, phone (520) 623-
9321. They can also be reached by E-mail at
aeroaz@earthlink.net.

This civilian enterprise newspaper is an au-
thorized publication for members of the U.S.
military services.

Contents of the The 12th Edition are not
necessarily the official views of, or endorsed
by, the U.S. Government, DoD, or the Depart-
ment of the Air Force.  The appearance of ad-
vertising in this publication, including inserts
or supplements, does not constitute endorse-
ment by the Department of Defense, the De-
partment of the Air Force, or Aerotech News
and Review, of the products or services ad-
vertised.
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MSgt. Reyes (right) evalu-
ates his calibration of the
instrument with Larry
Kravice, instructor of the
ION Track Explosives De-
tection and Identification.
Training was held Dec.
12-13 at Muniz Air Na-
tional Guard Base, Puerto
Rico, with members of
12th AF Force Protection
Cell, 35th EAS Force Pro-
tection personnel, Manta
and Curacao FOL Force
Protection personnel, and
156 PRANG Aerial Por-
ters.  35 EAS received four
ION Track Explosive/Nar-
cotics Detection and
Identification instru-
ments.

ION tracking

Courtesy Photo

mit facsimiles from the exercise
area to various locations through-
out the base via radio communica-
tions.

The highlight of the test con-
cluded with Brig. Gen. Scott Gray,
12th Air Force vice commander,
personally sending a holiday
greeting across the base.

Other first-time achievements
included: Ability to Survive and
Operate, (ATSO) and Self Aid
Buddy Care scenarios, data trans-
mission via direct input to the sat-
ellite communications van, and in-
tra-site connectivity of tactical
phones with DSN link up.

The exercise was a total suc-
cess. Work center objectives,
goals, and training where all
achieved. This exercises and oth-
ers like it ensure 612th ACOMS
maintains a high readiness posture
and reinforces its status as the
“Best Small Communications
Unit in ACC.”

The 612th ACOMS will al-
ways be “On Line, On Time.”



Friday, January 10, 2003 3The 12th Edition

Top of the 12th
A1C Larry Bent is a Gen-

eral Purpose Vehicle Me-
chanic for 612th ACOMS.

“He is a go getter and
team leader at all times,”
said SSgt Paul Pocock,
NCOIC, Vehicle Mainte-
nance, 612th ACOMS.
“A1C Bent is a driving force
within the vehicle mainte-
nance facility.

Years of service: 1 year.
Hometown: Homer, Ill.
Primary Duties and Responsibilities:  In-

spects, maintains, and repairs 96 vehicles support-
ing 12th AF AOC. Diagnose malfunctions and replace
parts as necessary. Performs preventative and spe-
cial maintenance in accordance with applicable tech-
nical orders. Conducts major and minor repairs of
components and assemblies by rebuilding, remov-
ing and replacing worn or damaged parts.

Favorite aspects of D-M: The weather here in
the winter is amazing.  In Illinois right now it’s freez-
ing.  There, you cannot walk outside without at least
3 layers of clothes on.

If you could change one thing to improve D-
M, what would it be? I would definitely put more
grass and trees on base.  I miss the greenery.

What motivates your winning attitude?  My
grandparents.  My grandfather is prior Army and always
lets me know how proud he is every time we talk.

A1C Bent

Congratulations to 12th AF warriors
who recently were – or soon will be –
promoted to the rank indicated and those
who were recently awarded medals rec-
ognizing their accomplishments

Airman 1st Class
April Bass

Senior Airman
Brad Hoopes

Senior Airman BTZ
Karen Abplanalp

Staff Sgt
Russell Clinton, Michael Harvell

Technical Sgt
Jeffrey, Labossiere, Kenny Phillips,

Peter Thomann

Meritoriuos Service Medal
CMSgt. Phillip Roseberry (3rd OLC)

Air Medal
MSgt. Scott Beavers

Air Force Achievement Medal
Capt. Karin McWhorter

Medal Recipients
Master Sgt

Mitchell Marchus
Senior Master Sgt

Jill Sweet
Chief Master Sgt

Kevin Crook, Calvin Helton
1st Lieutenant

Michael Caldwell, Edward
Talley

Captain
Keith Klesner

Promotees

Unified Endeavor 03-2/Fuertes Defensas 03 MPC
Main Planning Conferece hosted by USJFC is Jan. 21-23.
Unified Endeavor exercises are designed to train JTF
commanders/Staff and JTF Component
Commanders/Staff on Joint Task Force
Operations.  The focus is on Joint
Academic training; standing up a JTF;
crisis action planning procedures; joint
doctrice; and tactics, techniques and proce-
dures application.  12 AF/CC is designated JTF
Commander.  Other UE 03-2 events include: MESL
confrence is Feb. 19-20, FPC is April 1-3, Phase I/II Academ-
ics is July 30- Aug 2, CAP is Aug. 3-7, Phase IIB (Rock Drill) is

The Calendar Aug. 26, and Execution is Sept. 8-17.  (Call Mr. McGregor or
Mr. McGoldrick, 228-2292.)

Rainbow Blue Flag 03-2
Execution of an Air Operations Center training event is

Feb. 4-14. (Call Mr. McGregor or Mr. McGoldrick,
228-2292.)

New Horizons
New Horizons St. Kitts is Feb. 8- May 8.  The

USAF is the executive agent for this humanitarian
exercise which includes a MEDRETE and the following
related construction: 1 barracks, 1 day care center (expand/
upgrade), and 1 health center addition.  (Call Capt. Freeman,
228-1056)
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